The Binfield Beacon

June 2019
Your Binfield Parish community magazine - there’s lots going on!

FREE

Spread Gratitude Not Garbage
Binfield Calendar
Photo Competition
Check out the details of how to
enter on page 10 and get out
and about around Binfield with
your smartphone or camera...

Stubbs Hill Cemetery
Summer Tidy Up
Can you help?
Details inside...page 18

Whizz Kids Summer Club
Book now and join us
for great fun and
adventure!
More details on the back
cover...

HAPPY SNAPPING!
Many hands
…..

OUR MISSION:

To help people follow Jesus and his teachings

Church Office: 01344 421079
office@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk
facebook.com/allsaintswithstmarks
www.binfieldcofechurches.org.uk The Binfield Beacon is produced by All Saints’ with St Mark’s

SERVICES AND GROUPS @ ALL SAINTS’ AND ST MARK’S CHURCHES
Saturday 1st June
7.45am Men’s Walk from Oakmede Village Shops

Monday 24th June
9.30am
Time of Prayer at St Mark’s

Sunday 2nd June
8.15am Holy Communion at All Saints’
9.30am Parish Communion at All Saints’
11.00am All Age Service with Baptism at
All Saints’
NO WHIZZ KIDS

Tuesday 25th June
12 noon Silver Service at St Mark’s

Monday 3rd June
9.30am Time of Prayer at St Mark’s

Sunday 30th June
8.15am Holy Communion at All Saints’
9.30am Parish Communion at All Saints’
10.45am Whizz Kids at St Mark’s
11.00am All Age Service at All Saints’

Wednesday 26th June
10.00am 3G Group at St Mark’s
7.00pm Oasis Group at St Mark’s

Wednesday 5th June
9.00am Women’s Walk/Talk from Foxes’ Den Café
10.00am 3G Group at St Mark’s
7.00pm Oasis Group at St Mark’s

Monday 1st July
9.30am Time of Prayer at St Mark’s

Friday 7th June
10.00am Open Door at St Mark’s

Wednesday 3rd July
9.00am Women’s Walk/Talk from Foxes’ Den Café
10.00am 3G Group at St Mark’s
7.00pm Oasis Group at St Mark’s

Sunday 9th June
8.15am
Holy Communion at All Saints’
9.30am Parish Communion at All Saints’
10.45am Whizz Kids at St Mark’s
11.00am Informal Service at All Saints’

Saturday 6th July
7.45am Men’s Walk from Oakmede Village Shops
Sunday 7th July
8.15am
Holy Communion at All Saints’
9.30am
Parish Communion at All Saints’
11.00am All Age Service with Baptism at
All Saints’
NO WHIZZ KIDS

Monday 10th June
9.30am Time of Prayer at St Mark’s
Wednesday 12th June
10.00am 3G Group at St Mark’s
7.00pm Oasis Group at St Mark’s
Thursday 13th June
10.15am Midweek Holy Communion at All Saints’

From the Registers:

Sunday 16th June—FATHER’S DAY
8.15am
Holy Communion at All Saints’
9.30am Parish Communion at All Saints’
10.45am Whizz Kids at St Mark’s
11.00am Informal Service with
Communion at All Saints’
12 noon Father’s Day BBQ at St Mark’s

Baptisms
Harry Simon Fennell

Monday 17th June
9.30am Time of Prayer at St Mark’s
8.00pm
Practice the Presence of God—The Rectory

Theodore Barnes Fennell

Weddings

Wednesday 19th June
9.00am Women’s Walk/Talk from Foxes’ Den Café
10.00am 3G Group at St Mark’s
7.00pm Oasis Group at St Mark’s

Erratum: In the May issue of The Beacon Marian Hall’s
name was incorrectly printed as Marianne.
Sincere apologies to Marian and David.

Funerals

Saturday 22nd June
7.30am Men’s Breakfast at St Mark’s

Joan Pearce

Sunday 23rd June
8.15am Holy Communion at All Saints’
9.30am Parish Communion at All Saints’
10.45am Whizz Kids at St Mark’s
11.00am Informal Service at All Saints’

Judith Collins
Linda Cunnliffe

PLEASE NOTE: The articles in this magazine reflect the personal opinions of the writers and not necessarily those of the Editor or Editorial
Team. Furthermore the Editorial Team are not responsible for any errors of fact printed in the magazine. Goods and services advertised in
this magazine are not endorsed but readers utilising these facilities retain their statutory rights.
The Binfield Beacon is produced by The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Binfield. Registered Charity number 1149382

Deadline for Beacon contributions for the July 2019 issue : Mon 10th June 2019 e: beacon@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk
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LETTER FROM YOUR RECTOR

A big thank you!
to everyone who supported
our Coffee Morning on
7th May. Thank you to those
who came, who brought
cakes and biscuits and who
helped serve and wash up.
A special thank you to
Ruth Fawcett who raised over
£100 selling her beautiful
cards.

The law of the garbage truck
One day I hopped in a taxi and we took off for the
airport. We were driving in the right lane when
suddenly a black car jumped out of a parking space
right in front of us. My taxi driver slammed on his
brakes, skidded, and missed the other car by just
inches!

We raised an amazing £600 for the
ARC Project, for repairs and updates
to All Saint's Church.

The driver of the other car whipped his head
around and started yelling at us. My taxi driver just
smiled and waved at the guy. And I mean, he was
really friendly. So I asked, 'Why did you just do
that? This guy almost ruined your car and sent us
to the hospital!' This is when my taxi driver taught
me what I now call, 'The Law of the Garbage
Truck'.

Clothing for local families in need
The next ClothesBank Giveaway is on Wednesday 26th
June. Please drop off any donations of good quality, clean
clothes or new underwear/pyjamas to St Mark’s Church
office (Tues, Wed or Thurs 9.30am to 1.30pm) or
to The Rectory on Terrace Road North (bags can be left
under the bench outside) from Monday 17th June.

He explained that many people are like garbage
trucks. They run around full of garbage, full of
frustration, full of anger, and full of disappointment.
As their garbage piles up, they need a place to
dump it and sometimes they'll dump it on you.
Don't take it personally, just smile, wave, wish them
well, and move on. Don't take their garbage and
spread it to other people at work, at home, or on
the streets.

We are grateful for all donations but please ensure that they
are clean and of the quality that you would be happy to
wear yourself. Unfortunately we are unable to accept any
2nd hand underwear or pyjamas.

Or, as the Bible says, Be kind and loving to each
other, and forgive each other just as God forgave
you in Jesus. Ephesians chapter 4 verse 32.

Anyone who could help with the sorting on Monday 24th
June or the Giveaway on Wednesday 26th June please
contact Gisele Taylor on 07724 889169 Thank you.

Story from http://www.rogerdarlington.me.uk/stories.html

Luke

COULD YOU PLEASE HELP
DELIVER THE

BINFIELD BEACON

[IT’S JUST A COUPLE OF ROADS EACH MONTH]

Garbage

Not

Gratitude

Spread

IN THE VILLAGE?

If so please EMAIL

beacon@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk
OR CALL 01344 421079

Environmentally aware—The Binfield Beacon is printed in the UK on paper manufactured to ISO14001 standard in a European
Mill. The paper is FSC approved, ECF acid and chorine free, biodegradable and sourced from a UK Merchant who is part of the
Woodland Trust which helps plant more trees to reduce carbon footprint. Printed using vegetable oil based inks.
Please do your part to help the environment by passing on your magazine to others or recycling it responsibly.
Thank you.
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FUNDRAISING UPDATE
FUNDRAISING UPDATE

Fundraising for essential repairs and updates to
our historic Parish Church
All Saints’ Church Needs Your Help!

More fixes underway!
The repair team have managed to find a small window to have the
repairs carried out on the Porch before wedding season is upon us.
It’s fantastic that they have been able to move ahead with this,
thanks having the funds and support from all of you!

New Fundraising Website
We have signed up to the Virgin Money Giving fundraising website
as this gives us better rates and more reporting:
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charities/binfieldcofechurches
You can now fundraise for the project by taking part in a sponsored
run, swim, car wash or marshmallow eating contest!
Select the Binfield ARC Project Phase 2 campaign to get started.

Total Donations Received Since Project Launch: £223,907
Plus Charitable Grants: £42,000

New Phase 2 Target: £455,000
Phase 2 Donations to Date: £104,700
Phase 2 Costs to Date: £14,424
Current Phase 2 Funds: £90,276

Bank Account Change
Just a reminder that we have changed the bank account details for
donations. Due to being charged fees on the dedicated ARC
account which was initially set up for the project, could we ask that
any contributions are now paid into the PCC bank account instead.
Please add ARC and your name as a reference so our Treasurer can
make sure it is set aside for the repairs and updates.

(plus PCC funds of £100,000)

How to donate or fundraise:

Thanks
A huge thanks to Margareta and Christine who ran a fantastic
coffee morning on 7th May. There were plenty of cakes and luckily
plenty of people to eat them, who also gave generously to the
project. £600 was raised, including sales of Ruth Fawcett’s lovely
cards.
Well done to Daisy and the Whizz Kids who raised £250 from their
last three Bake Sales at All Saints’ – a fabulous effort!
Many thanks to Amanda for organising the successful Easter Plant
Sale too. We hope you’re all still enjoying your purchases.

Upcoming Events
1st June: Organ Recital at All Saint’s, 7:30pm
6th July: Party by the Pitch, 4pm, Binfield Cricket Club
We are still also looking for helpers to run the tea/refreshment
tent, and would appreciate donations of cakes or biscuits to sell!
Please contact us if you would like to get involved.
7th July: Sing into Summer workshop and Afternoon Tea at
St.Mark’s Church, Popeswood Road.
Now until Church Fete: Binfield Calendar Photo Competition.
Look out for details on how to enter the Photo Competition for the
2020 Binfield Calendar!
With many thanks from the Fundraising Team

Please note new details!
If you are able to make a donation, however big or small,
it will all help and be appreciated! You can donate by:

Cheque: send a cheque to the church office.
Please make sure it’s made payable to “Binfield
PCC”. Please write ARC on the back and include
your name and address if you are a UK tax payer
so that we can claim Gift Aid.

BACS: Name: Binfield PCC
A/C No.: 80175528
Sort Code: 20-11-74
Please add ARC + your name as a reference.

Virgin Money Giving: Fundraising website for
sponsorship



uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/binfieldarcproject_P2

Facebook: Create a Fundraiser or Donate
Ebay: Sell your items and donate to the Project.
See the ARC website for details.

Don’t forget to Gift Aid it if you are a UK Tax Payer - this will
add an extra 25% to your donation! Ask at the church office for
more details.

Don’t forget to check if your employer can fund-match any

Email: fundraising@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk
money you raise for charity!
Online: www.binfieldarcproject.org.uk
www.facebook.com/
The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Binfield: Registered Charity No: 1149382

Let’s keep our beautiful church standing!
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CHILDREN’S AND YOUTH GROUPS
Hey Everyone,

We hope you had a fantastic Easter break spending time with family and friends.
We had loads of fun on Easter Sunday doing the egg hunt at Church,
and what lovely weather to celebrate too!
At Whizz Kids this month we've been enjoying the weather and having fun outside
blowing off some steam. We are following along with the theme at Church of
'mindfulness', and how Jesus can help us live our best life. We have been talking about
what the world says we should be, compared to what God says we should be, and
how we can lively freely as who God has created us.
We've also made the bake sale at All Saint's a regular event,
so on the first Sunday of each month the Whizz Kids make some amazing
treats to sell in aid of the ARC project, and so far they have raised over £250,
so thank you to anyone who has donated to the stall!
We are excited to announce the return of out Summer Club 2019 on 24th-25th July,
which means lots of fun, craft, sports, and noise is coming our way! If you are in school
year's 1-6 and would like to join us, please email me to book on. This event is open to
anyone, you don't have to have been to one of our events before, everyone is welcome!
The price is £5 per child, and £4 per sibling, and the days will run from 9:30am-12:00pm.
At Oasis we've been using the club as a place to de-stress from
school, by eating dinner together and enjoying out time hanging
out as a community. We have been having a blast with a quiz
night and a mocktail evening, and we love a game of bulldog to
get those exams stresses out of the way!
We will also be helping to run the tea tent at Party Bye the Pitch on the 1st July to raise
money for the ARC Project, so look out for us there serving you tea, coffee and cakes. Tickets for
the event go on sale 1st June, so make sure you get your tickets before they sell out!
As always, if you are interested in any of our clubs or would like more information on any of the kids or youth work
that goes on in Binfield, feel free to email me at the address below, it would be great to see you!

Daisy,

Children's and Youth Worker
Whizz Kids dates: June 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th; July 14th, 21st
Oasis dates: June 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th; July 3rd, 10th, 17th

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY GROUP
10.45am-12noon @ St Mark’s

daisyridell@gmail.com

Wednesday Girls’ Group
7pm-8.30pm @ St Mark’s

ART & CRAFT ACTIVITIES…GAMES…
FUN…AND MUCH MORE!!
For children of school years 1-6 every
Sunday (not the 1st Sunday of the month)

Yr7+ girls welcome to come along and chill,
chat and meet up with friends that have
moved to different schools. Term-time only.
email daisyridell@gmail.com for more info

All children welcome - Bring your friends
(Leaders have enhanced DBS clearance)

Creative Table (for pre-school and Reception year children)
The creative table is available during the 11am service every Sunday
(except the first of the month)
for younger children to use while their parents are enjoying the service.
Some of the children’s work is displayed in the Lady Chapel at All Saints’ Church
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MEETINGS & GROUPS - EVERYONE IS WELCOME!
MEN’S BREAKFAST
SATURDAYS

THE SILVER SERVICE
A more traditional short service designed and led
by our retired congregation members followed by a
delicious homemade lunch

Men’s Breakfast is usually held on the 4th
Saturday of each month at St Mark’s Church

Next dates:

Discussion topic : "America, China, Russia, Europe
- Friend or Foe or which should be our BFF?"

Next: 22nd June

Tuesday 25th June @ 12 noon
Tuesday 23rd July @ 12 noon

07.30 “Smell the Coffee”
07.45 “On the Soapbox”
08.45 “On your Bikes”

at St Mark’s Church

We'd love to meet you and please bring
your friends too!

Our Speciality: BACON & EGG BAPS

If you would like help with transport or you can
help with transport please contact
Beverley Cornish on 01344 307271
or 07704 437207

for more information contact Tony on 07596 461160

WOMEN’S WEDNESDAY WALK
(and talk)

3 Generations
playing together!

We usually meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays
of the month at Foxes’ Den Café in Binfield

Every Wednesday
June 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th
July 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th then 4th September
10am - 11.30am at St Mark’s Church, Popeswood
Road. Everyone is welcome: babies, toddlers,
parents, carers and the older generation.

5th June - 9am meet at The Foxes’ Den
19th June - 9am meet at The Foxes’ Den
3rd July - 9am meet at The Foxes’ Den
17th July- 9am meet at The Foxes’ Den

Extra parking available at Newbold Church opposite

For more information contact
Gisele Taylor on 07724 889169 or
Claire Thomas on 07912 746289

Come and join us for cake, coffee and a chat while
the little ones play!
For more info contact Jan Watts:

07445 000 443

MEN’S MONTHLY
COUNTRY WALK SATURDAYS
Saturdays

1st June and 6th July
We start at 7.45am from the car park at the Binfield village
shops. Duration approx. 1 hour.

We would love you to join us
for a short informal service at
St Mark’s Church, Binfield

Be ready for all weathers!
Contact Kim Swain for more information
07894 469633 or kim.swain1@gmail.com

…followed by refreshments
A crèche is available if you have young children

Small Group Meetings

10am Friday 7th June

A Small Group is a gathering of three
or more people who meet on a
regular basis to share fellowship, study the
Bible and pray together.
If you’d like to join a Small Group, meeting in the
comfort of someone’s home, please contact the
Church Office on 01344 421079 or
email office@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk

10am Friday 12th July—SUMMER SPECIAL!!
EVERYONE WELCOME
THE DOOR IS ALWAYS OPEN

Please contact Liz for
more details at
orinoco@hotmail.co.uk
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HELPING EACH OTHER
Pastoral Care Visiting Team —
need a friend?

Bereavement Support Team

In All Saints’ and St Mark’s Churches we have a small
pastoral care team, who are happy to visit and befriend
the people of Binfield. So, if you have recently moved to
the area and don't know many people; if your family live
far away; if you are a Mum at home with a baby and
would like adult company; if you find it difficult to get out
or just fancy a friendly chat over a cup of tea, please get
in touch with one of us. You don't need to be a member
of the church; just enjoy some company occasionally!
And, if visiting others is something you would enjoy
doing, please also let us know
Jane Aylwin
tel. 481692
Jill Hanson
tel. 452694
Margareta Hawkins
tel. 411681
Sarah Muller
tel. 428782
Jan Vigar
tel. 411267
Gisele Taylor
tel. 07724 889169
Dave Dawson
tel. 360389

We will all suffer with loss, grief or bereavement at
some time in our lives. Bereavement affects all of
us, predominantly through death,
but also in other ways such as relationship
breakdown, loss of a job,
or sudden disability.
The Bereavement Support Team are not
counsellors, but can offer support and
companionship if you are suffering a loss
of any kind.
There is no charge for a visit. All support team
members are DBS checked and have ID badges.
If you would like to talk to a member of the
team, in confidence, please contact Liz Hall
for more information
orinocco@hotmail.co.uk /07850 799434

Or contact the church office on 01344 421079
or email office@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk

Volunteering—we’d love
some help, please!

Praying for and with you

Meet people and get involved with the many projects
and ministries that make up All Saints’ and
St Mark’s Churches.

Prayer ministry teams are available on
Sundays at the 9.30am and 11am services
at All Saints’ Church so if you have
anything that you need prayer for, please
make use of this prayer ministry at a service or if you
prefer, please contact Luke.

We are especially looking for help with:
 Cleaning at All Saints’ and St Mark’s churches
 Beacon Deliverers for the new housing developments
 Tea & coffee rotas for the 9.30am and 11am Sunday services

We also have weekly prayer sheets — please email
office@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk to have your
prayers included each week.

To find out more and to offer your help, please call
01344 421079 or email the church office on:
office@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk

CONTACT US:
Rector:
Revd Luke Taylor
07939 526361
lukethevicar@gmail.com
(Friday is Luke’s day off)
Churchwardens:
Dave Saunders - 07834 459672
Neil Harrison - 01344 455174
Church Office:
Hayley Fourie, Administrator
01344 421079
office@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk
All enquiries for weddings and
baptisms
Office opening hours:
Tuesday:
9.30am - 1.30pm
Wednesday: 9.30am - 1.30pm
Thursday:
9.30am - 1.30pm
Organist & Choirmaster:
Michael Hawkins
01344 411681

01344 421079

office@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk
The Church Office is sited in St Mark’s Church

Bell Tower:
Liz Harris
01344 649628

St Mark’s Church
Popeswood Road
Binfield RG42 4AH

P.C.C. Secretary:
Kate Hayes
07809 736372
Treasurer:
Sarah Muller
01344 428782
Treasurer@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk
Stewardship Secretary:
Andrea White
01344 421079
ARC Fundraising Team
fundraising@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk
Church Website:
www.binfieldcofechurches.org.uk
We are also on Facebook
facebook.com/AllSaintsWithStMarks

All Saints’ Church
Church Hill
Binfield RG42 5NS

PLEASE LET US STAY IN TOUCH!
Here at All Saints’ and St Mark’s Churches
we are looking to improve our communication with
everyone in the village and congregation. To do this
we need to keep our contacts database up to date.
We have a new privacy policy in line with the new
GDPR rules on our website and if you would like to
sign up to receive emails from us regarding updates,
news and events from the parish please go to this
webpage:

http://eepurl.com/dtqaqr

We’d love to hear from you—if you have any feedback on the Binfield Beacon, please send your comments, suggestions and compliments to The Editor.
Thank you.

Beacon Editor: Carolyn Adams beacon@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Our school community

Binfield CE Primary School
(VA)

In a recent Parent Survey, we received positive comments from
many of our parents and carers – below is just a sample:



Y6 trip to The Globe Theatre

Very pleased with the education, and wider support given,
that will give my children the best opportunity to be happy,
well rounded and successful people. Thank you!

The school has a clear heart and soul. Thank you to
Y6 visited The Globe Theatre in London on 
everyone, you work so hard and it is much appreciated.
Thursday 25th April as part of their
Shakespeare topic on Macbeth.

The teaching staff are really great. They show a real interest
They participated in a workshop exploring
in the development of the children's learning and are always
the play, enjoyed a tour of the theatre and
approachable and interested in the children's development.
were lucky enough to see the actors
The teaching assistants are also really supportive and work
warming up and starting rehearsals for the
very hard.
History Plays which began later than
day! Well done to the children for their impeccable behaviour and Additionally, we are delighted to share with you the comments of
for
being
excellent
ambassadors
for
the
school. our Local Authority School Standards Advisor on his recent visit to
our school. In praise of our pupils, Mr Zaheer Ahmed commented:
‘There were very high levels of pupil engagement in all classes; the
Y4 visit The Living Rainforest
general ethos and the behaviours for learning were excellent.’
Year 4 enjoyed a very
In respect of how proud we are of our staff and the extra work our
successful trip to the Living
Learning Support Assistants do: "Guided group work was a strong
Rainforest near Newbury on
feature of the teaching across the school. Teaching assistants were
Friday 26th April.
Having
used effectively throughout the school. Their involvement is
studied rainforests in depth in
carefully planned and they were very skilled in their delivery. As a
Geography this year, the
result, they have a notable impact on the learning."
children were excited to
I hope you will share our pride in our school and celebrate with us
experience the hot, humid
the many achievements of our pupils and staff.
climate they had learned so
much about! The theme for the visit was sustainability and they
were challenged to consider how our actions affect the world we Our vision: “To make learning utterly irresistible for all pupils and
live in. They were particularly happy to meet an armadillo, a sloth staff at Binfield C.E. Primary School”
(when it wasn't in hiding) and many other exotic animals and
Outstanding School (SIAMS Inspection March 2017)
plants.
Good School (Ofsted Inspection March 2018)
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COMMUNITY NEWS
News from the Parish Office
Binfield Parish Council upcoming meetings:
The Parish Council meetings are open to the public and are held in the Parish Office, Benetfeld Road
(unless otherwise stated)

June 2019
Tuesday 4 June
Tuesday 11 June
Tuesday 25 June

Amenity Committee
Parish Council
Planning and Transportation Committee

8pm
8pm
8pm

Upcoming Dates for your Diary
Dates
Parish & Bracknell Forest Borough Councillor Drop-in
Binfield Summer of Fun, Farley Wood, RG42 1FW
Arts Week 2019

Details
Saturday 8 June, 10am - 12pm
Wednesday 7 August, 11am – 3pm
Events from Sunday 27 October to Sunday 3 November:

www.arts-week.org.uk

Arts & Craft Exhibition 1-3 November
NEW! Craft Fair Sunday 27 October 1pm-4pm
NEW! Photography competition open!

Come and meet your Parish Councillors
There are some new as well as familiar faces on the Parish Council for the next term of Council. Please welcome new
Councillors: Jane Reed, Eric Pilmoor, and Drew Walker. You are all most welcome to come along to the next Councillor Drop-In
session (no appointment necessary) at The Foxes’ Den on Saturday 8 June, 10am-12pm, to meet your Parish and Bracknell
Forest Borough Councillors and raise any questions or concerns you may have.
We still have one vacancy for a Parish Councillor!
The application process will be published on our website or contact us to find out more. You can already view general guidance
about becoming a Councillor on our website.
HUGE thanks to the runners and volunteers involved in the Binfield 10K!
At the time of writing the Binfield 10k was a few days away. However, we wanted to ensure we recognised all the runners and
the large number of volunteers who have made this event possible. Our thanks also to the Binfield Environment Group who,
will local volunteers, litter picked across Binfield ahead of the run. Please check http://binfield10k.co.uk/ for all the post-run
information and photographs.
York Road – play area closing to focus on revamping plans
The York Road play area will be closed on 10 June 2019 for 2 days so that the current play equipment can be safely removed.
This is ahead of the commencement of plans to revamp the play area following public consultation with residents and Red Rose
allotment holders. Check the Beacon and our website for more updates!
S137 Grants 2019/20 – application deadline of midnight Monday 10 June
The Parish Council meets twice every financial year (July 2019 and January 2020) to consider its S137 grant awards. The Parish
Council awards grants in accordance with its powers under Section 137 (S137) of the Local Government Act 1972. The awards
should be made by the Council in the interests of the area and its inhabitants and should benefit them in a manner
commensurate with S137 Budget. A Grant Application Form and Grant Policy can be found on our website or contact us to be
sent copies via email if preferred.
Confirmed activities for the Binfield Summer of Fun event!
You can expect to see the following at this year’s event at Farley Wood Community Centre (RG42 1FW): Laser tag, crazy golf,
climbing wall, soft play (toddlers), Strike-a-Light reaction test game, circus skills, balloon modelling, active storytelling, police
and fire service presence—see ad on opposite page.
Please see the eight dates taking place over this Summer for your diaries: Friday 26 July Warfield, Wednesday 31 July Great
Hollands Bracknell, Wednesday 7 August Farley Wood Binfield, Friday 9 August Sandhurst, Wednesday 14 August Winkfield,
Thursday 15 August Braybrooke Bracknell, Wednesday 21 August Crowthorne, Wednesday 28 August Northlake Bracknell.
Ally, Amanda, Janet & Kirsty
01344 454602/Binfield Parish Council at the Parish Office, Benetfeld Road, Binfield, RG42 4EW
Parish Office opening hours: 8.45am-1pm Monday to Friday
office@binfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk
www.binfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Binfield Calendar Photo Competition
Have you taken great photos of Binfield through the seasons on your
camera or smart phone or posted them on your social media?
Do you have photos of Binfield from the past?
If so, why not enter them into this year’s
competition and the best ones will feature in the
2020 Binfield Village Calendar
The details:


you can enter up to 5 photos, ideally landscape format, though there will be a portrait front cover
image too. Images must be recognisably from or about Binfield village.



free entry



you must have sole copyright to the photos and give us (the Binfield Beacon/Church Office) the rights
to use them



winners be chosen at the Church Fete on Sat 15th Sept 2019 and will feature in the 2020 calendar,
The Beacon and on the church website



to enter, email your images to Beacon@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk by Sunday 1st Sept


Entries must include your name, phone no., location of the photo and age if under 16yrs
For full competition rules please go to www.binfieldcofechurches.org.uk/photo-comp-rules/

HAPPY SNAPPING!

Dates for your diary for this summer:

FREE FUN FAMILY

On Foxley Fields
Friday 26th July
from 5.oopm
FREE Burgers & Hot Dogs
BYO drinks
EVERYONE WELCOME!
For more info call 01344 421079
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Binfield Lighthouse
Programme

County Lines and
cuckooing…...

The Lighthouse Programme continues to
support the homeless and those in need
in our local community, providing home-cooked
meals and shelter on Tuesday evenings at St Mark’s
Church. During the warmer months the doors are
open from 6.30pm, the hall is set up with numerous
games and a hot meal is served from 7.00pm.
Typically we help 15 ~ 20 guests a week and they all
leave
with
a
packed
lunch
too!

We thought we would take the opportunity this
month to explain a couple of terms that you may have
heard, but were unsure of what they meant.
These phrases are ‘county lines’ and ‘cuckooing’.
County Lines is the name given to a type of drug
dealing led by organised crime groups (OCGs).
Drug dealers create a network, usually between a big
city like London, and a smaller town or village.
A telephone line is established for customers to order
drugs. The line is run by a city-based dealer who controls what is sold. The homes of vulnerable people are
taken over by the OCGs and used as a base for drug
dealing in the town/village, a process known as
‘cuckooing’.

Would you like to get involved?
Volunteers are welcome to help as often as they like;
there is no pressure to attend regularly.
Alternatively you could simply drop a prepared
savoury dish or pudding (homemade or shop-bought)
to site, or we can collect it from you and we will
serve the food.

Drug runners are recruited to move drugs and money
across locations. These runners are often vulnerable
people, children and those with mental health or
addiction issues. The OCG will often use violence and
intimidation to control these people and protect the
‘county line’.

What are the current donation needs?

These issues form a big part of the work that the
Northern Parishes and the wider Neighbourhood team
in Bracknell deal with regularly. If you have concerns
about a family member or neighbour who may be a
victim of cuckooing, or may be being groomed for
involvement in county lines then you can contact us
for advice on

In the summer months the most useful donations
are:
Long life milk, cream and custard
Washing up liquid, foil and cling film
large shampoo and conditioner for hair dressing
evenings - held every other week
Deodorant male and female
If you are able to provide any of these items, our
guests would be most grateful. Thank you.

BracknellNorthernParishesNHPT@thamesvalley.police.uk

For further information and to volunteer please
contact amanda.thrower@hotmail.co.uk or call
07825 341559. Donations can be handed in to
St. Mark’s Church Office or the Foxes’ Den
Community Café at the Binfield Parish Office marked
for Lighthouse.

or if the concern is urgent then call 101 (999 in an
emergency). We will also post advice and information
on our Facebook page (TVP Bracknell & Wokingham).
The team will be out and about at lots of local community events during June, July and August so please
come and say hello when you see us.

THANK YOU!

Cass and the Northern Parishes Team

A HUGE THANK YOU!
At the time this Beacon was going to print the Binfield 10K was just about to take place!
We would like to use this opportunity to extend a massive thank you for
helping us put on such an amazing community event.
Full details of all monies raised and where the money goes will be in next month’s Beacon.
Thank you so much everyone
AND……...save the date — next year’s 10K will be on SUNDAY 17th MAY 2020
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ADVERTISING AVAILABLE

CALL 01344 421079

Plus Three Nurseries Ltd
The Farley Wood Centre – Farley Wood, Binfield
Nursery Hours: 9:30 am to 3:30 pm daily
MHW Community Centre – Martins Heron
Nursery Hours: 9:30 am to 1:00 pm daily

Brownlow Hall – Newell Green, Warfield

Nursery hours: 9:30 am to 1:00 pm daily
extended on Tues & Thurs to 2.45 pm

Nurseries open during term time - 38 weeks in year
(3 and 4 year old children up to 15 hours free per week
30 hour free entitlement subject to meeting criteria)
(funding for 2 year olds available subject to meeting criteria)
To receive a prospectus and arrange a visit to the nursery

call Sue Butler on 07970 030769
plusthreenursery@aol.com
www.plusthreenurseries.com

G. SIBLEY REMOVALS
We live in Binfield!
From one item to whole house
Flat & Office
Collection & Delivery
All Clearances Undertaken
No job too big or too small
FREE QUOTE

01344 424367 / 07886557025
garysibley67@yahoo.co.uk
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ADVERTISING AVAILABLE office@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk
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ADVERTISING AVAILABLE - CALL 01344 421079

K. GIER
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
COMPETITIVE PRICES
& FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: 01344 454494
Mobile: 07721 719836
“FRAMPTON”
TERRACE ROAD SOUTH, BINFIELD

Alan Savage

Heating & Plumbing
Full Gas Central Heating Installation
Boiler Exchanges and Servicing
Complete Bathroom Installation Service
Land Lord's Certificates
Fully Insured

For Free Estimates and Advice
01344 481079 or 078999 50848
Email: alan.savageheating@hotmail.co.uk
Gas Safe Registered: 195849

Philip
Briggs
20 Farley Copse

Interior & Exterior
Painting and Decorating
For free estimates ring

01344 483410
Mobile: 07754199591

ALAN WARD
PAINTER AND DECORATOR
Local decorator
with 30 years experience
Internal and Exterior
Painting and Decorating Services
For a free estimate with NO VAT
please call:
Tel : 01344 442402
Mobile : 0753 9640482
Email: a-ward@live.co.uk

Carpenter / Joiner







Specialist in domestic carpentry works
such as:
Kitchen modification or complete
replacement
Fitted Wardrobes and bedroom
furniture
Home offices
Custom made furniture
Internal doors
Building 'Self Assembly' furniture
… and the 'DIY' you hate to do!

Graham Taylor
Mobile 07802 262555
Binfield 01344 423657
graham@binfield-carpenter.co.uk

Domestic Appliances Only

Call Mike 07980

920119

~ Binfield Based ~
Repairs to Ovens, Hobs, Cooker Hoods,
Range Cookers & Microwaves. Includes
built-in and free standing
appliances, Gas & Electric.
35 Years’ Experience

A-Z Domestic Appliance
Services Ltd
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Domestic Appliance Sales & Repairs
01344 423755
Geoff & Heather Tibble
Foxley Lane, Binfield
sdas.binfield@btinternet.com

FOXLEY GARDENS

Andrews Landscapes

Landscape Restoration & Construction Services

Garden Maintenance

Weekly Gard ening
Mowing Service
Tree Su rgery
Hed ge Cutting
Bord er Pru ning
Weed ing & Digging
Plants & Mu lch
and mu ch m ore
Ca ll Ja mes 07 75 2 065 19 2
E: f oxleygardens@live.c om

GARDEN MAINTENANCE
Horticulture graduate with over
30 years practical experience.
Available for lawn care, shrub,
border and hedge maintenance.
Based in Binfield.

Contact John Dagnall on
01344 481805
John.dagnall1@gmail.com

 Complete maintenance private

and commercial
 Hard and soft landscaping
 One off tidy and hedge cutting
15 years experience, well
recommended, personal service
Contact Nicol Andrews

01189 667567 / 07803 033650

CHIROPODIST
Helena. S. Gold
(M.S.S.Ch., M.B.Ch.A.)
Registered Member of The British
Chiropody & Podiatry Association,
and Health Professional Council
Modern fully equipped surgery
Ample free parking

Tel: 01344-459371
Thames Valley Will Services

SEAMSTRESS

4 Dunley Villas, Binfield, RG42 4HE

tel: 01344 641885 or
e-mail: tvwills@yahoo.co.uk

Frame Studio

PROFESSIONAL HOME VISIT SERVICE

For Wills, Pre-paid Funeral Plans,
Lasting Powers of Attorney,
Executor and Probate Service.
Free no-obligation consultation
Appointments at any time

Visit: www.tvwills.com and
www.buywithconfidence.com

Bespoke framing.
Personal service, high standard.
LOW prices. Visit the Binfield
studio.
Call Victoria
0780 3208317 / 01344-420123
framing@spinneyhouse.co.uk

FREE CONSULTATION

HARLOWS ACCOUNTANTS

Bespoke curtains, blinds,
cushions, etc
Clothes alterations
School PE kit monogramming
Name taping for school clothes
...the list is endless!

All types of sewing undertaken

Please contact Alison Collett:
07876 591 411
or 01344 455301

Footcare +

-Founded 1947-

We specialise in Personal and
Business Taxation, VAT,
Payroll, Companies and
Company Formations
Your local firm of accountants
At Lexham House, Forest Road

Telephone 01344 868086
www.ewharlowaccountants.co.uk
info@ewharlowaccountants.co.uk
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Excellent foot care in a
in a friendly clinic setting

www.footcareplus.co.uk
Call or email for an appointment

katharinem@sky.com
07850072283

COMMUNITY NEWS
Your Church in Binfield giving to Charities
Last month, we introduced you to the charitable donations made annually by the All Saints’ and
St Mark’s Parochial Church Council (PPC) to one local, one national and one overseas charity.
This month, it’s the turn of a well-known and much needed local charity, Bracknell Foodbank.
Bracknell Foodbank is run in partnership with The Trussell Trust as part of a national network of Foodbanks.
Run out of The Kerith Centre, Bracknell Foodbank forms part of The Kerith’s Social Justice Programme.
The Foodbank receives donations of non-perishable food from many local supermarkets including Tesco,
Sainsbury’s and Waitrose and from local collections points at supermarkets, shops, churches and
others throughout the local area.
All donations are initially stored in a secure location before transfer to the Kerith Centre when needed.
Less frequent donations are received from local companies, especially at Easter and Christmas and
by far the largest donations are received from local schools at Harvest Festival, which can typically last
until the following April.!
As required, food is brought from the secure store to The Kerith Centre, in a van donated by a local company.
A team of volunteers then package the food into a single, double or family (2 adults, 2 children) pack ready for
collection by the clients. Pack contents follow Trussell Trust guidelines to provide a balanced diet for 3 days.
Vouchers are issued to those in need of support by local organisations such as the Council, Citizens Advice, Schools,
New Hope, Silva Home, etc. It may surprise you the spectrum of those who benefit from this support: working families
who just need a little help from time to time, especially when an unexpected bill arrives on the doorstep;
people living rough, especially teenagers and men; families during school holidays, professionals whose life
has crashed around them through no fault of their own; and many more.
The Foodbank is open Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday at The Kerith Centre
between 12:00 and 14:30.
In a typical week 20+ volunteers will provide food packs to around 30+ clients.
The financial donations the Foodbank receives, including that from our PCC,
cover its operational costs, including: storage, van maintenance, insurance,
fuel; office costs; etc.
And very occasionally food – if they are running low on supplies.
I would like to thank Val Pocock for showing me around the Foodbank and
providing a humbling insight into their much needed work.
Indeed, Val said they are more needed now than when they started 10 years ago!
Yes - it is incredulous that Foodbanks are in more need now than ever in what is
widely accepted as the 5th largest economy in the world (29th richest country!). But, ironically, that also means we are
fortunate that there are a great many who can help those less fortunate than themselves.
So, why not on your next shop, put an extra box of cereal and a couple of cartons of long-life milk in your basket
and drop them at any Foodbank collection point?
A tiny increase in your shopping bill makes a massive difference to a struggling family who will then be able to send
their children to school on a nutritious breakfast, not an empty stomach!
For further information on what food to donate or how to make a financial donation, please go to the
Bracknell Foodbank website https://www.trusselltrust.org/get-help/find-a-foodbank/bracknell-foodbank/
Rachael Willmott and William Bell, All Saints’ PCC
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WHAT’S ON IN THE DEN THIS MONTH……...
Every Monday
9.30am – 10am
Every Wednesday
2pm – 2.45pm
Every Thursday
10.30am – 11.15am

Rhyme Time – free baby and toddler singing fun!

Every Thursday
1pm – 2.45pm
Every Friday
10.30am – 11.30am

Crafternooner – grown ups craft session. Learn a new skill,
make new friends, craft in company
Bereavement, friendship and coffee morning. Peer to peer
support open to anyone coping and dealing with grief

Tuesday 4th (for 6
wks):10am – 12 noon

Introduction to sewing with Rachel Jacklin. A 3 week course
covering the basics of the machine, measuring and cutting.
£65. A further advanced 3 week course will be available to
make a bigger project of your choice using the skills. £65.

Tuesday 4th (for 6
wks):3.30pm—4.30pm

After school art club with Alice from Creative Minds

Wednesday 5th
9.30am – 10.30am

Questions about God, the Bible and the Church with VicarLuke. All welcome

Wednesday 5th
9.30am – 10.30am
Saturday 8th
10am – 12 noon

Healthy Easting Club with Dr Valeriya Simonova

Saturday 8th
10am – 12 noon

Informal Binfield Parish Councillor drop in clinic

Saturday 8th
1.30pm—4pm

Daisy First Aid—Paediatric first aid course

We are also running 2 new
courses after the May half
term. On Tuesday mornings,
we will be running an introduction to sewing workshop, and
there is a new 6 week after
school art club.
Check out Facebook or pop
into the café for more details
or to book your space.
Luke, our Binfield Vicar is also
running workshops and open
discussion on questions about
God, the bible and the church
from 5th June, 8pm – 9pm for
4 weeks. Your chance to ask
him all those things you have
questions about! He wants to
make this an informative but
informal session, so all are
welcome to come and join in
and create a lively discussion.

Tuesday 11th
10am– 11am

Teddy Bear Clinic with Dr Brown Bear

Friday 14th
9am – 12 noon

Joyful Knits—cosy and cute handmade items for sale,
perfect gifts!

Friday 14th
7.30pm – 9.30pm

Paint and Prosecco night with Artist Forrest. Use sharpies,
ink and watercolours to create your very own daisy art
that’s good enough to frame
Refresh coaching – drop in, have a chat, gain new perspective through talking therapy. £10

Have a great month,
Team Foxes’ Den!

Saturday 29th
10am – 12 noon

community café

News from the
Foxes’ Den…
We love June, summer days
are here, and we have some
lovely events on to get you in
a happy sunny mood!
Even though this is a June
update, we wanted to highlight
a special event coming on the
7th of July. Mary Wharpshire
is holding an afternoon tea
from 3-5pm on Sunday 7th
July. The tickets are £15, and
ALL of the ticket price will go
towards the funds needed to
complete the new Thames
Valley Hospice centre.
This promises to be a really
lovely event, so please do
support Mary’s fundraising
effort.

Toddler/Pre-schooler craft – free fun for the little ones
MAD Academy – Fun music and dance class for toddlers
and pre-schoolers. Prebook directly with MAD Academy

Forever Living pop up shop – come and learn about the
benefits of the Aloe plant

Saturday 15th
10am – 12 noon
Sunday 15th
10am – 1pm

Stay young - yoga and nutrition workshop with Dr. Valeriya
Simonova. A three-hour workshop exploring yoga,
meditation and learning how to reverse aging and change
lives through food. £45

Saturday 22nd
10am – 2pm

Bracknell Less Plastic – refill and eco pop-up store

Tuesday 25th
10am– 12 noon

Free Creative Minds guided art session for older adults who
would like to meet new people or are feeling lonely or isolated or for anyone living with an impairment or disability.
Booking is essential. Only 16 places for people who wish to
take part in the art.
Flower arranging workshop with Flower and Pop. Have a
glass of prosecco and learn how to hand tie a table bouquet
which you can take home. £40 per person. Max 10 people.
Refresh coaching – drop in, have a chat, gain new
perspective through talking therapy. £10

Friday 28th
7.30pm—9pm
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Many hands
make light work!
STUBBS HILL CEMETERY

SPRING TIDY UP
Please can you spare an hour or two to
help with the spring clearance at
Stubbs Hill Cemetery?

Saturday 15th June 2019 from 9am
Refreshments will be provided
Please bring tools and some gardening gloves
and thank you in advance!
For more details contact
Tony Muller on
07596 461160
tony.muller@btinternet.com

Luxury for Ladies
Beauty with Mandy








Manicures
Pedicures
Facials
Body Exfoliation
Make up application & Lessons
Eyelash & eyebrow tinting
Waxing
Please call 07813 383 196
By appointment only
Evenings & weekend available

MOBILE
HAIRDRESSER
25 Years’ Experience
Contact Sharon Bennett
Tel: 01344 593464
Mob: 07747 481334
Farley Copse, Binfield

ONE to ONE
FRENCH &
SPANISH
LESSONS

Improve your language
skills for work, travel or
fun.
Bespoke tutoring from a fully
qualified teacher with over 10
years experience.
Tel: 01344 426908 (Binfield)
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BINFIELD LIBRARY NEWS
‘It is the month of June,
The month of leaves and roses,
When pleasant sights salute the eyes
and pleasant scents the noses.’
Nathaniel Parker Willis

Did you know your library card gives you access to all
9 libraries in Bracknell Forest? If any of you fancy
branching out to these libraries we do have lots more
events going on. Everything is on our Facebook page,
why not take a look? Here’s a sneaky peak for you.
Bracknell Central Library has a Coffee for Carers
group on Thursday 6th June from 10.00 – 12.00pm.
It’s a chance to meet other people, relax and just
have a bit of a break for a couple of hours.
Are you struggling with E-books, E-audio or
E-magazines? Bracknell is holding a drop in session
on June 21st at 2.30pm – 4.00pm to help you unravel
jargon, downloads and IT mysteries.

Our Summer Reading Challenge Craft session is every
Thursday at 3.30pm. The charge for this group is 50p
for refreshments. I’ve seen some of the wonderful
creations being made and they will look awesome
when they are ready for display.
Relaxation for children is at 3.45pm on Thursday 6th
June £1.20 per child. This really is a great session
for our busy children who need to unwind after
school and clubs.
Now for the adult Events in June:
We have an afternoon quiz for adults once a month on
the first Saturday which will be 1st June at 2.00pm,
50p for refreshments. If you fancy some stress free
relaxing fun come along.
Knit and Natter is on Monday 3rd June at 2.00pm and
Saturday 15th at 2.00pm. 50p for refreshments.
Brain Gym is on Thursday 13th June at 11.00am—it’s
one of most animated groups!
Reminiscence group run by Susan is on Friday June
14th at 2.15pm, refreshments 50p.

Do you need to destress? Whitegrove Library is holding a Reflexology session on Friday June 14th at 9.30
so why not take 30 minutes out of your busy schedule
& see how it can benefit you; just £1.20 per person.

The Binfield Film Group I’m pleased to say is still
going strong and is on Tuesday 18th June at 2.00pm.
50p for refreshments.

So what are we offering at Binfield for our lovely
children in June?
Lego is every Monday from 3.00pm until 4.30pm,
it’s still free! It’s still a firm favourite with young and
dare I say adult members.

Our Coffee morning and Quiz, meets on the last
Thursday of the month 27th June 11.00am and
Rummikub is on the last Friday of the month which
makes it 28th June at 2.00pm—both have refreshments for 50p.

Our Tuesday craft sessions start from 3.00pm.
This is a drop in session so there is no need to book
but there is a charge of £1.20 per child.

Please feel free to give us comments and feedback on
how to improve your library, we are always happy to
chat to you and want to make Binfield as awesome
as possible. Don’t forget we do have free WiFi,
computers, garden sacks PLUS lots of lovely books.

‘Tots Time’ is still every Thursday at 9.30am followed
by the Tots Times craft at 10.00am. The charge is
£1.20 per child to include the singing, tea and craft
however if you just want to sing it’s 50p and if you
just want to have tea and a biscuit it’s 50p.

Drop in Book group is on Monday 24th June at 5.45pm

For more details of library events please go to
www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/libraries, find us on facebook
and twitter or call 01344 306663.

The Binfield Library team, here to help with a smile!

The Festival of Food and Music – it’s back and better than ever!
Delicious food to tickle your taste buds and tunes to bring music to your ears will be on offer
in South Hill Park Arts Centre’s grounds as its Festival of Food and Music returns on Sat 8 &
Sun 9 June. This year’s festival promises to be better than ever, visitors have the opportunity
to explore the world of food and be entertained with a mix of music on two stages and more across the weekend.
Enjoy good food, performances from local and regional musicians, and a feast of food stalls including paella,
Thai, vegan, Ethiopian specialities, pies and more. The event also includes popular family activities from
bouncy castle (weather permitting) and face-painting to meeting birds of prey – there’s something for everyone.
Entry is FREE, but please note stall holders will charge for food, drinks, crafts and activities. To keep this event
free entry, South Hill Park encourages its visitors to support stallholders by purchasing food, produce and wares
from their stalls. Stalls will be open from 10-6pm on Saturday and 10-5pm on Sunday. Music begins both days
at 11am and finish 8pm on Saturday, and 5pm on Sunday.
South Hill Park is asking all visitors to think green this year, for those who can please walk, come by bike,
bus or car-share to reduce your environmental footprint.
For more information about the event visit southhillpark.org.uk/foodmusicfestival.
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BINFIELD PATIENT GROUP

Binfield Environment Group

WHAT BLOOD IN YOUR POO COULD MEAN:

As I write this I am eagerly awaiting the return of one of my
favourite summer visitors, and another Bracknell Forest
Council Biodiversity Action Plan species, the swift. We do see,
and hear, these magnificent creatures in the skies above
Binfield, but it is a rare treat.

Bowel cancer usually starts in your colon (large bowel)
or rectum (just inside your bottom) and symptoms
include bleeding or passing mucus from your back
passage; a change from your normal bowel habits,
tummy pain and unexplained weight loss. One of the
early signs can be tiny amounts of blood, too small for
you to see.

There is a small nesting colony of swifts
at the Bracknell end of Binfield Road
and they can often be seen performing
their high-speed acrobatics above this
part of Bracknell. However, the best
places to see swifts are Wokingham
town centre (where developers plaza
have put up nest boxes), Windsor
(south of the town centre), and
Reading (west of the Oracle).

Ladies and gentlemen aged 60 - 74 are invited, by
contact from the NHS, to take part in bowel screening.
The point of the screening programme is to detect
blood in people's poo when they don't have any
symptoms. A new screening service (where a scope is
carried out) is also now being offered to all 55 year
olds.
About 1 in 20 people will be diagnosed with bowel
cancer in their lives, usually as they get older. It's really
important to be aware of what the symptoms are and
attend screening if you're invited, because the earlier
you seek help about them, the better your chances of
survival.

Swifts are migratory birds spending less than a third of their
year in the UK. They arrive in early May and leave in August,
migrating from and to sub-Saharan Africa. Their brief time
here is just long enough to breed and raise a family. These
incredible birds sleep and mate on the wing, and only set foot
on solid ground to nest and feed their family. Young birds
launch themselves from the nest, and it can be up to three
years before they land again.

STRESS:
Long term stress can not only trigger or exacerbate
mental health issues; it can also damage your physical
health too.

Where swifts are found in reasonable numbers, they treat us
to the spectacle of "screaming parties" where gangs of swifts
tear around making the noise that led to one of their
nicknames - the devil bird. Unfortunately, the sound of a
screaming swift is becoming less common. According to the
British Trust for Ornithology, swift numbers have declined by
approx. 40% across the UK since 1995, with steeper declines
in Scotland. It’s likely there are two main causes for this
decline: a lack of insect food; and fewer suitable nest sites.

CATCHING COLDS ON YOUR COMMUTE:
It's not just paranoia; one study found those who use
public buses or trams were up to six times more likely
to catch the common cold.
IS HIIT REALLY THE BEST EXERCISE FOR WEIGHT LOSS?
High-intensity interval training (HIIT) is a form of
exercise where someone exerts themselves for short
periods of time. But is it any better than traditional
cardio when it comes to getting results?

Swifts feed on air-borne insects ranging in size from aphids to
dragonflies. Swift’s migration routes have evolved to take
them to where insects are plentiful, from bugs stirred up by a
storm in sub-Saharan Africa, to the flying ants of a British
summer. There’s a general decline in UK insect numbers,
possibly due to the increased use of insecticides in farming.

To read about all of the above (and more) go to the
internet on: http://health.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/
online-services/community-map/

Swifts like to nest in high cavities that can be accessed easily
from the air. Hence they nest under the eaves of tall (greater
than two storey) buildings. The birds also show loyalty to a
nest-site and will use the same one for all their breeding life,
which can be 10 - 15 years. Unfortunately, as old buildings are
demolished or renovated, swift nest-sites are often destroyed.

BLOOD DONORS REQUIRED.
Your child, your mum, someone you know. You could
save their life by giving just an hour of your time.
But only around 4% of us actually do.
Giving blood is quick, simple and safe. If you are in
good health, between the ages of 17 and 65 and
weigh at least 7st.12lbs (50kg), you could become a
blood donor.
Please telephone: 0300 123 23 23 or online visit:

If you own a building suitable for swifts you can buy special
swift nest-boxes. Alternatively, you can help their
conservation by taking part in the RSPB’s annual swift survey
(https://swiftsurvey.org/Rspb/Home/Index).

https://www.blood.co.uk/

If you are spending a summer evening somewhere where
swifts still gather for screaming parties take a moment to
watch the birds and think about what you can do to make
sure that future generations have the opportunity to see and
hear swifts too.

Duncan Johnston. Binfield Patient Group.

Binfield Environment Group can be contacted by email at
binfieldeg@gmail.com or on Facebook.
Mike Coker
20

COMMUNITY NEWS

Binfield Garden
Club

The Binfield Belles

by Sue Jeffery

We had no meeting in May to report as our usual date and
venue was the polling station for elections. .Hopefully, by
the time you read this we will have had a bumper plant sale
on 16th May with a great variety and number of plants and
lots of customers! Also planned was a great tombola and
lots of delicious home-made cakes, tea and coffee for
everyone to sit down and enjoy. Maybe you were there?
May was also the month for our special trip to Highgrove,
HRH Prince Charles’ wonderful garden. At the time of
writing we are looking forward to a super day on 21st.
A report will follow in the next Beacon.
Further ahead, our 6th June meeting is a talk by Marcus
Dancer on How to grow Clematis successfully. Marcus has
run his nursery at Sandleheath near Fordingbridge for over
20 years where he grows over 160 different types of
clematis and sells by mail order. We are hoping he might
bring some plants to sell! The competition will be for an
arrangement of perennials in a recycled container.
Even further ahead we have some excellent talks coming
which could be of great interest to new visitors moving in to
houses with smaller outside spaces for entertaining.
Darren Lerigo of Modern Mint Garden Designs will answer
the question, What shall I do with this space? with ideas
from around the world and also our firm favourite, Daniele
Altieri, will be returning with his charismatic ideas for our
garden areas.
In the meantime, hopefully, members, your young fuchsia
plants are growing well for the Autumn Challenge, and also
your seed potato in its pot! Growing hints are all on the
website.
If you are not a member, do think about coming along to
one of our meetings as visitors and guests are always most
welcome. It’s only £3 and that includes free tea/coffee and
biscuits. Meetings are always interesting and fun and we
always have an excellent raffle, bric a brac stall and
wonderful photo cards for sale.
We also have a visit to Wisley
Flower Show to look forward to
later in the year.
All details are on the website,
binfieldgardenclub.wordpress.com.
We are also on Facebook or you
may phone Richard on 01344
286752 or Rosemary on 01344
45990.

Now the springtime is in full flow, our members
meet for an evening of entertainment, our speaker
Kate Bettison relaying tales as her life as a film extra
especially talking about actors she enjoyed working
with and others she didn’t! Kate stayed for coffee
and cake to chat with the members.
WI Resolutions were voted on for 2019. Each year
the WI back certain resolutions proposed by
members and 2 are voted for countrywide.
At the AGM in June each year, speakers have the
opportunity to speak for and against, the votes are
collated and the resolution will be acted on by the
WI Federation. Examples of resolutions supported
in the past include Equal Pay for Women and
keep Britain Tidy.
Plenty of trips and events are planned for this
summer; we have already had a walk and visit to
Runnymede to view the Juros
Art Installation, the chairs
representing memorable
events over the past years,
including a tribute to a
suffragette amongst them.
Followed by coffee and cake of course.
An afternoon trip to Denman College the WI centre
in Marcham to look around, followed by cookery
Demonstration and afternoon tea, a social
afternoon followed by a glass of fizz!
Looking forward we have an Open Day at the
Foxes’ Den on the 7th June where we will be
showing off what you can enjoy if you join the
Belles and a little of what we do every month.
Members will be on hand to chat with plenty of
coffee and cake and a glass of fizz.
Come along and see what we do.
There’s the Jealotts Hill visit on June 19th to look for
a plot for a spot of gardening. Many of WI members
are also in the Garden Club so lots of expertise will
be on hand. And a craft afternoon at the Foxes’ Den
on the 26th June run by some of our members.
Cookery demonstrations and lunches are also in
June, so something to keep us all busy.
Our next meeting will be on Thursday June 13th at
7.15pm in the Memorial Hall where Tracey Blaney
will be talking about the age-old craft of Millinery;
the competition is for a sun hat - that should be
interesting! We’d love to see you on the night—
have a free visit with us and see if you’d like to be a
part of the Binfield Belles.
Pop along and see us on the night or for more
details contact Linda on
01344 454503 or 07708 731294

www.binfieldwi.wixsite.com/binfieldwi
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COMMUNITY NEWS
An iPad Award, a Minister and a
Quiz

Sir Winston, the Family Jewels
and a Lone Piper

by Terry Dilliway

by Terry Dilliway

The Royal Naval Association has won first prize as the
People’s Choice in a nationwide award for a project
that has “made a significant contribution” to the support
of the retired Armed Forces community.

As the RBL reports on the success of its latest
innovative fund-raising schemes, an appeal is issued
to companies and local authorities to nominate the
Royal British Legion as their ‘charity of the year’.
Corporate and sporting organisations entering into
partnership with the Legion now include
Marks & Spencer, whose association with the
ex-Service charity has already helped raise
more than £6m.
The Premier League of the FA has supported the
Legion since 2012 with fans of the leading clubs
donating at games, the sale of match-worn shirts
adding a £1.5m boost to the funding of care and
benefits for Service veterans and their families.
The Scouts recently became the latest to sign up
to a 3-year partnership with RBL’s team.

At a ceremony in London, the Soldiering-on Award was
presented to Project Semaphore,
which provided iPads for Royal Naval
veterans so recipient shipmates can
now realise the benefits of being
online; at the same time the project
has been addressing the issues of
social isolation and loneliness.
Some members of Bracknell branch benefited from the
iPad scheme and have since been proud -- and had
much fun -- getting immersed in the latest
communications technology.
National President of the RNA, Vice-Admiral John
McAnally, has been prompted to write a note of
congratulations to the Royal Navy reservist who was
recently elevated to the role of Secretary of State for
Defence. The Right Hon. Penny Mordaunt, MP, a
former Armed Forces minister, is Member for
Portsmouth North, home of Portsmouth Naval Base.

A fascinating shop in London’s Mayfair is the
venue for a unique 75th anniversary of D-Day event.
At Peter Harrington Books on June 12th, over drinks
and canapes, an expert on Sir Winston Churchill
will talk on the great man’s life and times.
Tickets can be obtained online or
by calling 020 3053 7094.

Bracknell branch vice-chairman, S/M Norman Webber,
took the helm of the shipmates’ May meeting in Binfield
Club, especially welcoming new member Shipmate
Luke Parry who received his membership card and
RNA badge. S/M Norman also reserved a warm
welcome for S/Ms Chas and Sandie Baily, returning
from Chas’s long period of illness.

Controversy also plays its part in the modern
business of the RBL.
Members have described the sale of Royal British
Clubs around the country as “selling off the family
silver”. The policy of selling club properties to
developers, sometimes at knock-down prices,
is being regarded as a ‘regrettable’ method of raising
funds. More than 235,000 members now belong to
the nation-wide Legion network; Binfield branch,
which meets four times a year at Binfield Club,
reaches its 94th anniversary this year and
an open invitation is extended to join the local
membership for as little as £19 annual subscription.

Branch secretary S/M June Boddrell passed on an
appeal from Deputy General Secretary Andy Christie,
encouraging more shipmates to attend the RNA Annual
Conference, which this year is being hosted by Area 6
at the Wyboston Lakes Hotel, near St Neots,
Cambridgeshire, during the weekend of June 8th-9th.
A cheering report was received from Maidenhead Sea
Cadets Unit, informing Bracknell shipmates of the
Unit’s success in recruiting five new Cadets; the
training and development of adult volunteers was also
going well.

This month of June 2019 sees the 75th anniversary of
the landing of 156,000 Allied troops on Normandy’s
WWII beaches. A major Legion service of D-Day
Remembrance will take place at the National
Memorial Arboretum on June 6th; and the British
Army will mark the exact moment the first British
soldier landed on ‘Gold’ beach – 7.26 am local time –
when a lone piper plays on the Mulberry harbour at
Arromanches, Normandy.

The shipmates’ meeting heard that guest speaker in
June will be Jonathan Jones whose theme will be his
experiences as a town crier. An enjoyable May meeting
concluded with another excellent quiz conducted by
branch quizmaster S/M Alan Buckingham, and an
entertaining raffle raised £30 towards branch funds,
which Shipmate Treasurer Martin Powell reported as
healthy.

Once Navy, Always Navy

LIVE ON – To the Memory of the Fallen and
the Future of the Living
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COMMUNITY NEWS & SPORT
Cricket Season is in full swing—come down and watch the matches!
June sees another full set of matches across all age groups within the club. With 4 teams playing every Saturday
it’s been great to see already so many colts making their Senior team debuts – enabling them to progress and
develop. Having a clear pathway for the youngsters is key for a club to flourish. With so many other local teams
folding their secondary teams, we can never thank enough our large team of youth coaches for their time and dedication every
week. If you ever pass by on a Friday evening ( all welcome! ) the numbers of children enjoying their cricket is a wonderful sight
to behold.
Highlight this month is on Sunday 30th when we welcome the MCC from the Home of Cricket ( Lords ) in our Biennial all day
fixture. With Binfield having emerged victorious on the last 2 occasions –we know we will be facing a very strong team.
Feel free to come along and support during the day.
June will also see tickets go on sale for our annual fundraiser with Binfield Scouts – Party Bye the Pitch. Last few years we have
sold out earlier each time – so I encourage you to get your ticket as soon as you can –so you don’t miss out on a fabulous
community event.
Hope to see you down the club at some point.
Andy Bryant

Chairman, Binfield Cricket Club

www.binfieldcricketclub.co.uk

News just in—save the date!

Binfield Village
Church Fete
Sunday 15th September
@ St Mark’s Church
From 12 noon (tbc)
EVERYONE WELCOME!
More details in next month’s Beacon
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