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SERVICES AND DIARY 

THE SILVER SERVICE 
A traditional short service designed and led by our retired congregation 

members followed by a delicious homemade lunch  
at  St Mark’s Church. 

Tuesday  18th August and 15th September at 12 noon  
at St Mark’s Church 

If you need a lift, please call  Beverley on 07704 437207 

PRACTICE THE PRESENCE OF GOD 
The next Practice the Presence of God session takes place on 

Monday 28th September 7.30pm at The Rectory 
This is a time to be still and to practice listening to God and learning to 

recognise how he speaks to you.  

MEN’S MONTHLY COUNTRY WALK 

DATES: Saturday 1st August, 5th September, 3rd October 
 

The Men’s Monthly Walk takes place on the 1st Saturday of each month.  
We start at 7.45am from the car park at Oakmede Shops.  The walk lasts 

approximately 1 hour. 
Be ready for all weathers! 

For more information contact Kim Swain on 07894 469633 or 
kimswain@pm.me 

3G, a group for babies and toddlers, meets 
every Wednesday during term time.  From 
10am to 11.30am at  

St Mark’s Church on Popeswood Road, Binfield. 

DATES:  
(There will be no sessions during August) 

9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th September 

Come and join us for lots of fun, with toys, a story and singing plus 
refreshments for the little ones as well as the adults.  It is an 

opportunity for everyone to make new friends. 

You are assured of a warm welcome.     Christine White and Team 

  WEDNESDAY WOMEN’S WALK 

 

A gentle 2-3 mile walk (which takes about an hour) 
in and around Binfield village, for women of mixed 
ages and abilities.  Usually on the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesday of the month.   
The walks go ahead in all weathers and normally start at 9am from 
outside Foxes’ Den Café and finish there around 10am for a coffee. 
   
5th August—NO WALK 
19th August - NO WALK 
2nd September- 9am meet Foxes’ Den 
16th September - 9am meet Foxes’ Den 

7th October - 9am meet Foxes’ Den 

For more information  
contact: 
Gisele on  

07724 889169 

SERVICES    

(All Services are held at All Saints’ Church unless specified) 

 AUGUST 2026 

Sunday 2nd  

 

8.15am 

9.30am 

11.00am 

Book of Common Prayer Communion 

Common Worship Communion 

Informal All Age Service 

Sunday 9th 9.30am 

11.00am 

Common Worship Communion 

Informal Service  

Sunday 16th 9.30am 

11.00am 

Common Worship Communion 

Informal  Service 

Sunday 23rd  9.30am 

11.00am 

Common Worship Communion 

Informal  Service 

Sunday 30th 9.30am 

11.00am 

Common Worship Communion 

Informal  Service 

 SEPTEMBER 2026 

Sunday 6th 8.15am 

9.30am 

11.00am 

Book of Common Prayer Communion 

Common Worship Communion 

Informal All Age Baptism Service 
Sunday 13th 9.30am 

11.00am 

Common Worship Communion 

Informal Service  

Sunday 20th  9.30am 

11.00am 

Common Worship Communion 

Informal  Service with Communion 

Sunday 27th  10.00am HARVEST ALTOGETHER SERVICE 

(See page 3 for information) 

OCTOBER 2026  

Sunday 4th  

 

8.15am 

9.30am 

11.00am 

Book of Common Prayer Communion 

Common Worship Communion 

Informal All Age Service 

DIARY 

 AUGUST 2026 
Sat 1st 7.45am Men’s Monthly Walk 

Tues 18th 12 noon Silver Service at St Mark’s Church 

 SEPTEMBER 2026 

Wed 2nd  9.00am Wednesday Women’s Walk  

Thurs 3rd 7.30pm Adult Choir practice at St Mark’s Church 

Sat 5th  7.45am Men’s Monthly Walk 

Wed 9th 10.00am 3G Toddler Group at St Mark’s Church 

Thurs 10th  7.30pm Adult Choir practice at St Mark’s Church 

Tues 15th 12 noon Silver Service at St Mark’s Church 

Wed 16th 9.00am 

10.00am 

Wednesday Women’s Walk  

3G Toddler Group at St Mark’s Church 

Thurs 17th  7.30pm Adult Choir practice at St Mark’s Church 

Wed 23rd 10.00am 3G Toddler Group at St Mark’s Church 

Thurs 24th 7.30pm Adult Choir practice at St Mark’s Church 

Mon 28th 7.30pm Practice the presence of God at The Rectory 

Wed 30th 10.00am 3G Toddler Group at St Mark’s Church 

 OCTOBER 2026 

Thurs 1st  7.30pm Adult Choir practice at St Mark’s Church 

Sat 3rd  7.45am Men’s Monthly Walk 

mailto:kimswain@pm.me
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR RECTOR 

The other side of the wall 
There was a young woman who took great pride in the growth 
and care of the flowers in her flower garden. She had been 
raised by her grandmother who taught her to love and care for 
flowers as she herself had done. So, like her grandmother, her 
flower garden was second to none. 
 
One day while looking through a flower catalogue she often 
ordered from, a picture of a plant immediately caught her eye. 
She had never seen blooms on a flower like that before. “I 
have to have it,” she said to herself, and she immediately 
ordered it. 
 
When it arrived, she already had a place prepared to plant it. 
She planted it at the base of a stone wall at the back of her 
yard. It grew vigorously, with beautiful green leaves all over it, 
but there were no blooms. Day after day she continued to 
cultivate it, water it, feed it, and she even talked to it 
attempting to coax it to bloom. But, it was to no avail. 
 
One morning weeks later, as she stood before the vine, she 
contemplated how disappointed she was that her plant had 

not bloomed. She was giving considerable thought to cutting it 
down and planting something else in its place. 
 
It was at this point that her elderly neighbor, whose garden 
joined hers, called over to her. “Thank you so much! You can’t 
imagine how much I have enjoyed the blooms of that vine you 
planted.”  
 
The young woman walked through the gate into her 
neighbor’s yard, and sure enough, she saw that on the other 
side of the wall the vine was filled with blooms.  There were 
indeed the most beautiful blooms she had ever seen. The vine 
had crept through the crevices and it had not flowered on her 
side of the fence, it had flowered luxuriantly on the other side. 
 
The Bibles says this, Let us not become weary of doing good, 
for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give 
up.  Galatians chapter 6 verse 9.  Just because we cannot see 
the good result of our labour doesn’t  mean that it’s bearing 
no fruit.                                                  Author: Randy Reynolds.   
Taken from http://www.rogerdarlington.me.uk/

stories.html#Story60                                                Luke Taylor 

Baptisms 

Percy & Martha Goodhead 

Clara Clapham 

 

 
 

 

 

From the Registers:  

Funeral 
Mel Snook  

Jack & Lola Nicholls 

Wedding 
Caroline Charrington  

& Philippe Seurre  
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CONTACT US: 01344 421079 office@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk 

Rector:   Revd Luke Taylor  
07939 526361 
rector@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk 
(Friday is Luke’s day off) 

 

Curate:   Revd Lucy Bowley 
curate@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk 

 

Churchwarden:   
Matt O’Donovan - 07703 022757 
 
 

Assistant Churchwarden: 
John Hargreaves - 07973 842624  

Church Office: 
Administrator: Emilie Creasey 
Office number 01344 421079  
office@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk 

Safeguarding Officer: 
Steve Whatley  
07706816380  
safeguarding.at.binfieldcofe@gmail.com  

 

Binfield Beacon Editor: 
Claire Thomas 
beacon@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk 

Organist & Choirmaster: 
Michael Hawkins   
01344 411681 

 

Bell Tower Captain:  
Jan Glen 
07840 104455 

Treasurer: 
Gigi Ho 
07456 249605 
Treasurer@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk 

 

Stewardship Secretary: 
Andrea White 
01344 421079  
 

Fundraising Team 
fundraising@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk  
Church Website:  
www.binfieldcofechurches.org.uk 
 

We are also on Facebook 
facebook.com/AllSaintsWithStMarks 

The Church Office is sited in St Mark’s 
Church 

Praying for and with you 
 

We have weekly prayer sheets — please 
email office@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk  

if you would like something to be included. 

Office opening hours:  
Term Time: 
Monday:  9.30am - 1.30pm 
Wednesday:  9.30am - 1.30pm 
Thursday:  9.30am - 1.30pm 
These days/hours will vary during the sum-
mer holidays please ring before calling in 

St Mark’s Church 

Popeswood Road 

Binfield  RG42 4AH 

All Saints’ Church 

Church Hill 

Binfield  RG42 5NS 

mailto:rector@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk
mailto:office@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk
mailto:office@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk
mailto:safeguarding.at.binfieldcofe@gmail.com
mailto:beacon@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk
mailto:Treasurer@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk
mailto:fundraising@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk
http://www.binfieldcofechurches.org.uk
mailto:office@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk
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FUNDRAISING NEWS 

Update 
We hope everyone loved the End of Term BBQ – always a 
fantastic start to the school holidays. Thanks to the BBQ 
team who worked so hard cooking the food and for the 
Foxes’ Den for making it another great event. 
Don’t forget to take and submit your photos to the Binfield 
Photo Competition over the summer. Send us your snaps 
which showcase Binfield at its finest and all the photos 
submitted will be on display at the Church Fete in 
September where everyone can vote for their favourites. 
We can’t wait to see what the 2027 edition of the Binfield 
Calendar. 
Please look out for more Fete details in this issue and 
check out ways to get involved in this fantastic community 
event. The event is always as amazing as it is thanks to the 
support and participation of our local community! 
We are excited to take part in two events the day before 
the Fete – the Ride + Stride for churches and Heritage 
Open Days. Our beautiful and historic All Saints’ church 
will be open to explore and for refreshments for a couple of 
hours on the Saturday. Please take a look at getting 
sponsorship for the Ride + Stride as half the funds will 
come to the church and half will support the Berkshire 
Churches Trust. 
In order to support our new fundraising project, Welcoming 
Spaces, we are looking for someone with WordPress 
experience who would be able to give us some of their time 
and talents to update our website – please get in touch if 
this sounds like you. 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Saturday 12th September: Ride + Stride @ All Saints’ Church 
   Heritage Open Day @ All Saints’ Church 
Sunday 13th September: Church Fete @ St. Mark’s Church 

   With many thanks from the Fundraising Team:                                      fundraising@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk 

                     The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Binfield: Registered Charity No: 1149382 

 How to make a donation: 
We would really appreciate your donation; however big or small, it will all help! 

• Online: see our updated ‘Giving’ pages on the website, with easy links to make a one-off donation:  
• www.binfieldcofechurches.org.uk/giving-page or click on the ‘Donate’ link on the Home Page. 
• Cheque: send a cheque to the church office, made payable to “Binfield PCC”.  

Please write ‘Church Care’, ‘General Funds’, or where you would like your donation used on the back  
BACS - Please contact us for the BACS details to make a bank transfer and to specify where your 
donation goes. . 

Don’t forget to Gift Aid it if you are a UK Tax Payer - this will add an extra 25% to your donation!  
Contact the church office for more details, or see the church website more information and other ways to raise 
money! 
Shop and raise funds at smile.amazon.co.uk and easyfundraising.org.uk: search for Binfield PCC 

mailto:fundraising@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk
http://www.binfieldcofechurches.org.uk/giving-page
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COMMUNITY NEWS  
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

Explore the arts 
with the Arts 

Society Wokingham 

 
 
 
 

The Arts Society Wokingham is a friendly and vibrant arts 
appreciation group who meet on the third Monday evening of 
the month at King’s Academy Binfield. 

 

The Society has a fascinating programme of monthly 
illustrated talks, study days and visits planned for the coming 
season.  

 

This season’s talks cover all aspects of the arts not only 
painting (John Singer Sargent, Laura Knight and Salvador Dali) 
but also theatre, sculpture, cinema, music and the culture of 
ancient civilisations. Lecturers are all experts in their field, 
authoritative and entertaining public speakers. 

 

The season opens with a talk by Sarah Jaffray entitled ‘John 
Singer Sargent: Beautifully Subversive’. Sarah will develop 
Sargent’s biography and art historical context to understand 
his interest in subversion, his desire to rebel against classism 
and what makes him ‘modern’ and not simply the society 
painter some presume him to be. 

 

It will take place at King’s Academy, Binfield on Monday 21st 
September. 
 
Tea and coffee is served from 7.15pm and the lecture starts at 
7.45pm. 

 

Lectures are also live-streamed to the Society’s YouTube 
channel so you can watch from your own home if you are 
unable to attend in person. 

 

New members and guests are always most welcome 
 

Full details of all next season’s activities are available 
on the Society’s website    

www.The ArtsSocietyWokingham.org.uk 
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 ADVERTISING AVAILABLE  office@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk 

 

 Plus Three Nurseries Ltd 
        Farley Wood  

The Farley Wood Centre, Turnpike Road, Binfield, RG42 1FW  

FREE Soft Play 
FREE Toddler Yoga 

FREE SPACES AVAILABLE FOR  
IMMEDIATE START 

Registered for children from 18 months. 

To receive a prospectus and arrange a visit to the nursery,  
call Sue Butler on 07970 030769 

www.plusthreenurseries.com  Email: plusthreenursery@aol.com 

Company Number: 10861701 

 

  
KLM  

Gutter & Window Cleaners 

SKYVAC GUTTER CLEANING 

WINDOWS, FASCIA AND SOFFIT CLEANING 

TRADITIONAL SQUEEGEE OR REACH & WASH SYSTEM 

Based in Binfield covering surrounding areas 

Call Matthew for a free quotation 

07833 717369 

Www.professional-window-cleaning.co.uk 

http://www.plusthreenurseries.com
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Would you like to Advertise  

in the Binfield Beacon?  

The Binfield Beacon is hand delivered to  
3500 houses and businesses in Binfield and shared online  

If interested please... 

call 01344 421079 or  
email office@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk 

 ADVERTISING AVAILABLE - CALL 01344 421079 

Domestic Appliance Sales & Repairs 

01344 423755 

Geoff & Heather Tibble  

Foxley Lane, Binfield 

sdas.binfield@btinternet.com 

 

JB WINDOWS & DOORS 

All repairs for windows, doors, 

hinges, handles & steamed units etc 

including replacement windows 

and doors 

For free quotes and advice please: 

 

 Call Jim on 07811 171015 

Email: jimbrown49@yahoo.co.uk  

mailto:office@binfieldcofechurches.org.uk
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

Environmentally aware—The Binfield Beacon is printed in the UK on paper manufactured to ISO14001 standard in a European 
Mill. The paper is FSC approved, ECF acid and chorine free, biodegradable and sourced from a UK Merchant who is part of the 
Woodland Trust which helps plant more trees to reduce carbon footprint. Printed using vegetable oil based inks.  
Please do your part to help the environment by passing on your magazine to others or recycling it responsibly.           Thank you. 

Eco Church Watch 
Treasures don’t have to be 
formed of precious metal or 
jewels, 

they can be friends who bring joy 
with them, treasured family photos, a 
bird feather found on a walk, a 
pebble found on the beach or an 
unexpected plant growing in the 
garden! I was amazed to see the 
latter in the form of a gorgeous 
mauve-pink pyramidal orchid which I 
have never planted. This little 
beauteous miracle would have 
arrived by wind power as the seeds 
are dispersed by wind like dust.  

As the seeds don’t carry food reserves, they need to find the 
right type of mycorrhizal fungi to help them germinate. The 
plant is most likely to have been hidden underground in the 
soil for up to six years relying on the fungi for food prior to 
emerging in bloom as a butterfly emerging from a chrysalis. I 
know I must not dig the soil around it as it likes undisturbed 
soil and it is at the edge of an area with long grass so there will 
be no mowing near the plant to protect it. I will also mark the 
spot, where it is growing, so I won’t walk on the plant as it dies 
down after flowering. Over time, I would like to think it will 
increase.  

I have two feathers dropped by birds which I treasure. One is 
of the Eurasian Jay and is has a band of bright barred electric 
blue with bars of black in between.  

 

 

 

 

The other is of a Sparrowhawk’s tail feather with larger barred 

markings. I also have a Crow’s feather to draw with, having 
filed the edge to make a pen. Another treasure is the oak galls 
I used to make my drawing ink with. The ink is made from the 
galls, which are the growth on trees caused by wasps, and iron 
salts. Traditionally known as iron gall ink, this lovely purplish/
brownish black ink was used in Europe from the 5th Century 
CE. In fact, it was the ink used for the Magna Carta and 
Leonardo da Vinci’s manuscripts.  

Another plant treasure is 
bronze fennel. Years ago, 
a friend gave me some 
seeds from her garden. 
The feathery bronze 
leaves are much prettier 
than the common green 
fennel and it is a great 
border plant, growing up 
to 1.8 metres tall where it 
graces the back of the 
border without taking 
over. Its yellow flower 
heads are loved by pollinators such as honeybees, solitary 
bees and hoverflies as well as lacewings and butterflies. The 
anise taste is delicious on grilled fish. The young leaves add a 
distinct and fresh flavour to salads. The seeds are used for 
pickling and baking and have a licorise flavour which some 
people like whilst others don’t like the flavour. I like my fennel 
to seed wherever it likes and I have transported it into pots as 
well as the ground. Others may want to curtail the number of 
potential plants and this can be done by, either cutting the 
plant down after flowering, or cutting the heads off the 
flowers before the seeds set. Also, if you grow beans or 
tomatoes, don’t grow fennel nearby as it can hamper their 
growth.  

Relish old treasures and find new ones. Keep safe and 
remember to wash your hands well after handling feathers, 
plants and other organics at the least and, preferably, wear 
gloves.                                                         Kate Ellison-Bourne 
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Awesome August at 

The Den! 
  
Summer is here! We hope everyone is making the most of the 
summer holidays and enjoying the beautiful sunshine. 
 
If you’re looking for a place to 
relax, why not pop into the 
Foxes Den? We’ve recently 
added brand new umbrellas 
to our outdoor seating area, 
giving our wonderful 
customers plenty of shade 
while they enjoy a coffee, 
lunch or catch up with 
friends. 
 
Be sure to take a look at our summer menu, packed with 
delicious lunchtime favourites. From freshly made toasties 
and paninis to crisp, refreshing salads and plenty of other 
hearty homemade options, there’s something for everyone to 
enjoy. 
 
Our popular Kids’ Craft sessions will continue throughout the 
summer holidays, starting at 11:00am. Bring the little ones 
along to enjoy some creative fun together. It’s a lovely way to 
spend part of your day during the holidays. 
 
With the August Bank Holiday just around the corner, we’d 
like to wish everyone a wonderful long weekend. Please keep 
an eye on our opening hours over the Bank Holiday period as 
they may vary. 
 
Whether you’re joining us for breakfast, lunch, coffee and 
cake or one of our community activities, we look forward to 
welcoming you to the Foxes Den Community Café this 
August. Have a fantastic summer and we hope to see you 
soon! 

  

       FOXY LUNCHES  
If you are struggling to feed yourself or your 
family at any time, please don’t go hungry.   

These lunch boxes are FREE to Binfield 
Parishioners and we can arrange to have extra supplies 
delivered if you need them. Call or email in the strictest 
confidence and we will make sure that you have food on 
your table.  Kerrin 07377048429 hello@foxesden.co.uk  

As this is a double issue of the Beacon we also have…………. 
Stepping into 

September! 
  
As summer comes to an end and the new school year begins, 
we’d like to wish everyone a wonderful start to the term. We 
hope it’s a happy, successful and exciting year for all our local 
families, students and teachers! 
 
As routines return, why not make the Foxes Den part of your 
week? Whether you’re stopping by for a coffee, catching up 
with friends over lunch or looking for something new to get 
involved in, there’s always a warm welcome waiting for you. 
 
Pop into the Den to discover all the wonderful things we have 
going on. From our regular community groups and activities to 
exciting pop up events, there’s always something happening 
and we’d love to see you. 
 
Do you run a small business, charity, or community 
organisation? We’d love to hear from you! Our dedicated pop 
up table is available for you to sell, showcase or promote what 
you have to offer, giving you the opportunity to connect with 
our local community in a friendly and welcoming space. If 
you’d like to find out more about hosting a pop up at the 
Foxes Den, please email hello@foxesden.co.uk. We can’t wait 
to hear from you! 
 
We look forward to welcoming both familiar and new faces 
throughout September. See you at the Den! 
 

 Kerrin & Niamh  x 

hello@foxesden.co.uk    @foxesdenbinfield     01344 305500   
Benetfeld Road, Binfield. RG42 4EW 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Safety First…  We love all our customers and 

want everyone to have the best experience whilst in 
the café - with that in mind please can we remind par-
ents and carers to notlet their children run around the 
café. We have had some close calls with hot drinks and 
we really don't want to upset our little visitors by call-
ing them out on it in front of everyone  else.. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

Binfield Garden Club 

As I write this, we are still living 
through another heatwave, making 
life very difficult for all gardeners trying 
to keep their plants alive!!. Knowing 

the vagaries of English weather, by the time this is 
published we may be having rain storms.  

Our last report was just before our annual plant sale, 
which was a tremendous success, thanks to all the people 
who donated plants, helped  man the busy stalls, made 
cakes for our busy tea ladies and ran the big 
tombola.  The large profit helps us to book excellent 
speakers and also, keep our yearly subscription low.  

June’s speaker 
entertained us with 
tales of all the wild 
life we can find 
amongst the 
shrubbery from 
pheasants to the day-
flying moth, the 
beautiful Broad 
Bordered Bee 
Hawkmoth.  A very 
interesting fact for us all was that the Magna Carta and 
Guy Fawkes’ confession were amongst documents 
written using oak apple ink!  

 

June’s competition also provided 
some wonderful entries for “Arrangements in a recycled 
container”. Here are just 2 examples while Belinda 
Thornhill’s entry within a Quality Street box was the 
winner! Magnificent!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mid July we are looking forward to our outing to West 
Dean Gardens, it will be sunny but hopefully not TOO 
hot! 

August’s meeting will be two Naturalistic gardeners 
telling us how they garden at Waltham Place, and 
September’s subject will be Dahlias.  Please look on the 
website for our programme for the rest of the year 
and remember we are always happy to have visitors and 
guests, the first Thursday of each month 
at Binfield Memorial Hall, starting at 7.15pm. 

binfieldgardenclub9.wordpress.com and on Facebook 
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 ADVERTISING AVAILABLE                       CALL 01344 421079 


